www.thefilipin

¢ WEEKLY ¢ AUGUST 8, 2009 ¢

mmwmg

UNDER GMA:Z)

A REVIEW
i

@ GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO
President, Republic of the Fhlllpplnes

FEATURE PHILIPPINE NEWS LEGAL NOTES

A EULOGY TO HawAll WELCOMES \ ‘ GREEN CARD
CORY AQUINO NEW PHILIPPINE CONSUL . FOR INVESTORS
I o GENERAL To HoNOLULU I 3

HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE PRESORTED
94-356 WAIPAHU DEPOT RD., 2ND FLR. LIARR
WAIPAHU, HI 96797 PAID

’ HONOLULU, HI
PERMIT NO. 9661




2 ¢ HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE ¢ AUGUST 8, 2009

EDITORIA

Arroyo Presidency
Leaving Much to be
Desired

he latest public approval rating for Philippine presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo was a rather dismal
26 percent—the lowest for any Filipino president in
history. The news is not surprising to most Filipinos
who are accustomed to her consistently low ratings
ever since she assumed the presidency in 2001.
Arroyo’s recent meeting with President Barack
Obama caught the attention of a major Washington D.C. newspa-
per, which soundly criticized her. In a scathing editorial, the Wash-
ington Times called her visit to the White House a big mistake that
validated her troubled rule back home. And it is back in the Philip-
pines where she, her administration and family have been accused
of numerous human rights abuses, scandals, kick-backs and cor-
ruption. In a 2007 poll conducted by Pulse Asia Inc., respondents
ranked Arroyo as the most corrupt Philippine leader ever, surpass-
ing even Ferdinand Marcos and Joseph Estrada, both of whom were
ousted from office.

To Arroyo’s credit, the Philippine economy has managed to
weather the global economic crises. Sadly though, the nation’s
macroeconomic prosperity has failed to trickle down to the masses,
who are still suffering from abject poverty and despair.

Her critics say Arroyo is pushing for a charter change (CHA-
CHA) to extend her presidency and avoid answering the numerous
graft and corruption charges. You see, when she leaves office in
mid-2010, she will no longer have the support of the military and
her political allies, nor be afforded the protections she currently en-
joys as president. Ultimately, it won’t be history that will judge her,
but rather the very people she was supposed to lead into greater
peace, stability and prosperity.

fter a brief, year-long battle with colon cancer, former
Philippine president Cory Aquino, 76, passed away
at a Manila hospital. News of her death saddened the
entire nation. A wake at La Salle University drew tens
of thousands of Filipinos who stood in line to view
her casket. Many of them wore yellow—the color she
chose to symbolize her commitment to democracy.
Aquino will be forever remembered as the courageous house-
wife who did the unthinkable—topple a corrupt and ruthless dic-
tator and inspire non-violent resistance against authoritarian rule.
Her rise to prominence began in 1983 when her husband, an out-
spoken critic of the Marcos regime, was shot to death upon arriv-
ing at Manila’s international airport. His murder angered the
nation and triggered broad based efforts to drive Marcos from
power. It culminated in a stunning yet bloodless “People Power™
revolution in February 1986. The world watched as up to a mil-
lion Filipinos lined the streets of Manila and demanded Marcos’
ouster. In the end, the dictator and his prima donna wife fled the
country and Aquino sworn in as president.
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loha and welcome to this i

ue of
the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle—
the leading and only weekly Fil-
ipino community newspaper in
the fabulous 50th state of
Hawaii! Our dedicated staff

works hard to bring you the very
latest news affecting F
world over. We are pleased and at the same time very grateful for
your continued support and interest in our newspaper.

Most of you have heard by now about the passing of former
Philippine President Cory Aquino. It seems not too long ago that
Aquino—the iconic housewife turned presidential candidate—rode
on the winds of change that toppled Marcos and ushered in a new
era of democracy for the Philippines. In this issue, we have a spe-
cial feature written by Gladyz E Gajelonia who di
Cory’s accomplishments as president and what she means to Fil-
ipinos. A requiem mass was also held at the Philippine Consulate
to commemorate Cory’s life and times. Over 100 guests, including
State Senator Clarence K. Nishihara and key Filipino community
leaders, were in attendance.

Another powerful woman who has been making headlines of late
is current Philippine president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. She visited
with U.S. President Barack Obama at the White House (see story on
page 11) in a meeting that reportedly cemented U.S.-Philippine rela-
tions. Arroyo holds the distinction as the first leader from Southeast
Asia invited to the White House by the Obama administration.

Our coverage on Arroyo does not end there. Contributing writer
Gregory Bren Garcia wrote an excellent cover story on her presi-
dency, including her triumphs and shortcomings. While Arroyo
touts the Philippines’ surprisingly vibrant economy as one of her
accomplishments, critics say she has unfairly taken the credit for it.
On the down side, her administration has been rocked by numerous
allegations of fraud and corruption that have earned her many en-
emies. Sooner or later, Arroyo will have to face the music and an-
swer to these charges. In the meantime, we hope you will enjoy
reading Garcia’s story, which begins on page 4.

You may also be interested in our “Open Forum™ on page 3,
written by Sen. Will Espero. The column is about Sonia Sotomayor
who was nominated by President Obama for the U.S. Supreme
Court. Her background and experiences as an immigrant are simi-
lar to Filipinos in that she studied hard to advance her career in law.
She is now on the cusp of joining the highest court in all of the land.
The full U.S. Senate is expected to approve her nomination.

In closing, we hope that you will enjoy reading these and other
articles and columns of interest in this issue, particularly “Legal
Matters” on page 7, “Family Corner” on page 12 and “Legal Notes™
on page 13.

On behalf of our staff, thank you for your faithful support of our
paper. Until next time. ..aloha and mabuhay!
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steered the Philippines back on track and oversaw reforms that have
ensured the continuance of democracy. Such efforts have earned her
a special place in the hearts and minds of Filipinos everywhere.
Aquino was also courageous, humble and sincere—virtues that are
sorely lacking among the Philippines’ leaders of today.
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Aquino inherited a nation that was ecc ly, politically
and socially in shambles. Against the odds, she worked to restore
democracy, fix the economy and institute agrarian and other re-
forms. Her efforts were unfortunately sidetracked by several coup
attempts from disgruntled Marcos loyalists. She stepped down in
1992 after an all too brief six years in office and retreated to civil-
ian life. Yet, she remained steadfast in her support of democracy
and publicly spoke out several times against her successors for
alleged abuses of power.

To many Filipinos, Aquino was the embodiment of freedom
and democracy. Her passing is a reminder to be ever vigilant against
forces that threaten democracy and individual freedom—to fight
for democracy and if we must, to lay down our lives for it. Aquino
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ext year I will be
introducing a bill to
prevent strip
searches of stu-
dents in school be-
cause  of  the
invasive and trau-
matic experience it can be for
young girls. That’s a subject that
the U.S. Supreme Court has had
to wrestle with recently. Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was visi-
bly upset with the male justices
lack of empathy for a 13-year-
old female student who was sub-
jected to a strip search by school
officials based on an unsubstan-
tiated tip that the girl had Ibupro-
fen. None of the male Supreme
Court justices seemed to under-
stand Justice Ginsburg’s con-
cerns—that some actions by
authorities can have deleterious
effects on the persons on whom
it is done.

That is one point that Presi-
dent Obama is making with his
nomination of Sonia Sotomayor
for the U.S. Supreme Court. “Is-
sues like the degree to which an
action by state authorities is trau-
matic or violate accepted social
norms come up all the time,
which is exactly why empathy is
such an important quality in a
Supreme Court justice,” wrote
Howard H. Schweber, a consti-
tutional law and government &
politics Professor. “[A] Supreme
Court justice’s ability to recog-
nize harm being done to some-
one by an action of the state
should not depend on his or her
being personally acquainted (and
aware that they are acquainted)
with a member of the same
group. That’s what empathy—
what Martha Nussbaum calls
‘narrative imagination’—is all
about, the capacity to recognize
the reality of others’ situation.”

Judge Sotomayor’s nomina-
tion is not only a matter of rep-
resentation of the Hispanic
population in our court. Her
being named as a justice also
comes with the expectation that
she will display a level of knowl-
edge and understanding of social
realities that would otherwise

Judge Sonia Sotomayor: Justice With

Empathy

not be available on the Supreme
Court without her contributions
to the debate in deciding cases.
That’s the real point of the argu-
ment about empathy, Schweber
says.

That ability to decide cases
with a full grasp of the social
context in which they occur
should be comforting to many of
us in Hawaii. Judge Sotomayor’s
background, while from the
other side of the country, still
strikes familiar notes with many
of us here. Her parents came to
New York from Puerto Rico. Al-
though Puerto Rico is a territory
of the U.S., its Spanish language
and culture makes her parents’
move to multi-cultural New
York akin to many of us second
and third generation immigrants
whose parents and grandparents
arrived here in the islands to
begin a life anew in our country.

Like many other first gener-
ation immigrants, Sotomayor’s
father did not speak English. Her
parents took laborer jobs to sup-
port their children and raised
them in working class neighbor-
hoods. Sotomayor’s father died
at the age of 42 from heart prob-
lems when she was only nine
years old. Her mother, Celina,
then had the task of raising her
children as a single parent. She
put great emphasis on education,
as many immigrant mothers
have, and instilled in them the
value of setting high goals,
studying and doing well at
school, hard work, and persever-
ance. Judge  Sotomayor’s
younger brother is a physician
and university professor.

Judge Sotomayor has been
criticized by some for her com-
ments regarding a “wise Latina
woman” and older white men. In
my opinion, her detractors need
to step back and understand that
she spoke from a perspective of
hard-earned, well-deserved pride
in her achievements and the con-
fidence that it brings. As a wise
Latina woman, she is just as
qualified as anyone out there
whether he be an older white
male, a younger Asian man, or
anyone for that matter. A moun-
tain has certainly been made of
amole hill in these criticisms.

(USIONETHE]
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Supreme Court Justlce
Sonia Sotomayor

Judge Sotomayor’s
demic qualifications have been

aca-

as stellar as any white male. If

not for her ethnic extraction, she
would instead be lauded as ex-
tremely well-qualified and well
suited for a place on the nation’s
highest court. She graduated as
valedictorian from her Catholic
primary school class with a near-
perfect attendance record. She
went on to graduate as valedic-
torian of her high school clas
well, having been elected to its
student government and being a
member of its forensics team.
Sotomayor began Princeton
University on a full scholarship,

at a time when there were few
women and even fewer (about
20) Latino students. An accom-
plishment in itself, she said she
felt like a visitor in an alien
country, something to which
many of us can relate. She tire-
lessly advocated for the recogni-
tion of Hispanic culture at
Princeton, resulting in the first
hiring of Latino faculty and in-
troduction of courses in Hispanic
history and politics. She ran an
after-school program for local
children and volunteered at the
Trenton Psychiatric Hospital as
an interpreter. Her senior thesis
received an honorable mention
for the Latin American Studies
Thesis prize. A history major,
Sotomayor earned a near-perfect
“A” average in her junior and
senior years. She won the Pyne
Prize, the top award for Prince-
ton undergraduates for her
strong grades and extracurricu-
lar activities, and graduated
summa cum Iaude.

Sotomayor then entered
Yale Law School, again a place
with very few Latinos. She
carned the law school’s highest
honors as editor of the Yale Law
Journal and managing editor of
what is now the Yale Journal of
International Law. After gradu-
ating, she worked as an assistant
district attorney in New York

where she earned a reputation
for being smart, dedicated, fear-
less and effective. She left gov-
ernment work for a private firm
where she specialized in interna-
tional law, arbitration, and intel-
lectual property litigation, where
much of her time was spent
tracking down and suing coun-
terfeiters of Fendi merchandise.
President George H.W. Bush se-
lected Sotomayor to be a federal
judge for the District Court for
the Southern District of New
York, a post she held from 1992
to 1998. President Bill Clinton
then nominated her as an appel-
late judge for the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit,
where she has served since 1998
to the present.

When Judge Sonia So-
tomayor is confirmed by the full
Senate, she will take her place as
the 111th justice, only the third
female justice, and the first His-
panic justice on the U.S.
Supreme Court. This will spell a
great moment in history as the
point where even the highest po-
litical and judicial offices be-
came open to all races. It
harmonizes with the election of
Hawaii-born Barack Obama to
the White House, and marks a
new era where America contin-
ues to prove itself to indeed be
the land of opportunity for all.
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Philippines Under
GMA: A Review

By Gregory Bren Garcia

Imost nine years after the EDSA Il Revolution, the non-violent
uprising which first swept Philippine President Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo into power, and five years after the controversial
2004 presidential elections which saw the defeat of popular
candidate Fernando Poe Jr., the current president remains

steadfastly in power.

Beleaguered from all sides
by opponents for issues which
include alleged human rights vi-
olations, election rigging and
anomalous government transac-
tions among others, the presi-
dent has so far weathered all
storms and aims to stay in office
until her term ends in 2010. As
Arroyo enters the twilight of her
presidency, Filipinos are think-

GMA needs a lot of praying. They trusted
her then (EDSA 2001), hated her now.

ing in retrospect—has she been
able to aid the country in its
march towards progress or will
her term end up being a lost
decade for the Philippines?

Philippine economy: The good
picture

In her July 27, 2009 State
of the Nation Address, Presi-
dent Arroyo highlighted the
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country’s strong economy as
one of her administration’s
landmark achievements.

“Our reforms gave us the
resources to protect the people,
our financial system and our
economy from the worst of
shocks that the best in the west
failed to anticipate,” she says.

Indeed, some observers
give her positive scores for
steering the Philippine economy
away from the global financial
crisis. Two international invest-
ment and credit evaluation
firms have recognized the gov-
ernment’s economic policies.
Moody’s Investors’ Service up-
graded the Philippines’ credit
rating in July 2009 for remain-
ing “resilient in the face of the
global financial and economic
crisis.

Another firm, Standard &
Poor and Fitch, confirmed in
May 2009 that the outlook for
Philippine’s long-term invest-
ment ratings remain stable, en-
abling the country to balance its
external sector strength against
the fiscal weaknesses brought
about by the global financial
crisis.

Some of the country’s top
corporate personalities also re-
main positive about the Philip-
pines’ economic performance.
James Dy, president emeritus of
the Filipino-Chinese General
Chamber of Commerce, Inc.
said in a report posted on the of-
ficial Philippine government
website that the president insti-
tuted reforms that bailed the
country out of the economic
downturn.

“This is a world recession.
However, in the Philippines, we
still can survive. The climate is
still alright compared to other
countries,” he says.

The audit and advisory
firm, Isla Lapina & Co., a mem-
ber of PricewaterhouseCoopers
professional services, also re-
ports that many of the country’s

top movers and shakers remain
upbeat. This is because of
“good government policies”
that have created an environ-
ment conducive to both local
and foreign investors and be-
cause the private sector contin-
ues to invest more money into
their businesses.

The study was published in
the book entitled “Philippine
Resiliency: A Gem Uncovered,”
a project of Isla Lapina & Co.,
which endeavours to boost in-
vestor confidence in the coun-
try. The firm interviewed 21 top
corporate executives, four gov-
ernment officials, three presi-
dents of non-government
organizations and an economics
professor.

The book noted that the so-
called “bitter pill” policy of the
Arroyo administration, the Ex-
panded Value Added Tax Law,
aided the government in fund-
ing some of its projects, includ-
ing important infrastructure
facilities. The private sector, on
the other hand, helped by taking
over and rehabilitating some of
the government’s assets. Ac-
cording to the book, these mod-
erate advances were achieved
despite the low gross domestic
product (GDP) growth of 4.6
percent in 2008 and the paltry
0.4 percent GDP growth in the
first quarter of 2009.

The Other State of the Nation
Critics of Arroyo’s eco-
nomic policies, however, point
out that the diminishing growth
in the country’s GDP is symp-
tomatic of the government’s
poor economic management,
particularly its mistake of de-
pending on remittances from
overseas Filipino workers to ef-
fect genuine development.
Independent  think-tank
Tbon Foundation’s Research
Chief Jose Enrique Africa noted
that the growth in private con-
sumption, which accounts for
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73 percent of the country’s
GDP, slowed down to just 0.8
percent in the first quarter of
2009—the slowest since 1986.
He says that a major factor for
the reduced growth in con-
sumption is the remittance-cen-
tric economic strategy of the
government and consequently
the slowdown in remittances in
the first quarter of 2009.

“The global downturn has
caused growth in remittances
to slow to just 2.7 percent in
the first quarter of 2009 from
13.2 percent growth in the
same period last year and 24
percent in 2007,” he explains
in a report published by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines.

Some observers have also
criticized the government for
using GDP figures to corrobo-
rate improved standards of living
among Filipinos. In particular,
the government has often
flagged the 2007 GDP rate of 7.3
percent, the highest in three
decades, as one of its achieve-
ments. Critics scorned the figure,
declaring it hardly indicative of
Filipinos’ real situation.

Kristine Tang, an executive
of a multinational corporation,
says that Filipinos belonging to
the poorest of the poor have
found life to be harder.

“Because I’m in marketing,
I interview socio-economic
class D and E Filipinos at least
once a month. During the past
year, the general sentiment was
how month-on-month, com-
modities have become more ex-
pensive and jobs more scarce.
Real GDP growth sounds good
on paper but it doesn’t mean
anything to the common man,”
she says.

The Social Weather Station
(SWS), a private, non-profit so-
cial research institution, also re-
ports that its February 2009
survey on self-rated poverty
among Filipinos was still high at
47 percent (8.7 million families).
While there has been a down-
ward trend on self-rated poverty
since mid-2008, which declined
from 59 percent in June 2008 to
47 percent in February 2009, an-
other survey showed that many
Filipinos are still experiencing
involuntary hunger. A June 2009
survey on hunger shows that the
proportion of families experi-
encing involuntary hunger at
least once in the past three
months rose to 20.3 percent (3.7
million families) from 15.5 per-
cent (2.9 million families) in the
previous quarter.

Unresolved Controversies
In her recent State of the

Nation Address, President Ar-
royo proudly enumerated her
other achievements, including
those in infrastructure, housing,
livelihood and healthcare.

These achievements
clude vital infrastructures like
the building of the Subic-Clark-
Tarlac and South Luzon Ex-
pressways, the rehabilitation of
the Philippine National Railway
system and the construction of
three new world-class airports
and 164 seaports, all aimed to
improve mobility within the
fragmented island nation.

Other important accom-
plishments include the develop-
ment of the business process
outsourcing industry, which in
2008 employed some 600,000
people and had revenues of $6
billion. Tourism too has more
than doubled in the last four
years and is now a $5 billion in-
dustry. The government has also
helped some 7 million entrepre-
neurs with its $3.5 billion mi-
crofinance efforts.

In addition to these, the
government also achieved mod-
est advances in health care.
Health insurance now covers 86
percent of the population and
the Cheaper Medicine Law also
resulted in the halving of the
market price of 16 important
drugs.

Observers, however, note
that  the  administration’s
achievements are being over-
shadowed by the many unre-
solved scandals and charges of
corruption involving the presi-
dent. These include the fertilizer
fund scam controversy, in
which $15.5 million is said to
have been used to fund Arroyo’s
2004 election campaign, the
suspected rigging of the 2004
presidential elections, the al-
legedly anomalous Philippine
National Broadband Network
deal in 2007 and the alleged
extra-judicial killings of sus-
pected communists by the mili-
tary, among many others.

“I feel that the government
is too silent on the many con-
troversies the president was in-
volved with. My impression is
that at every major controversy,
the government stays silent in
the hope that another bigger,
non-government related news
will be sensationalized and
overshadow the previous con-
troversy,” says Tang.

In fact, according to re-
search conducted by the Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer, President
Arroyo’s performance and trust
ratings have been on a downhill
slide after 2004. The report
notes that her performance and
trust ratings have deteriorated

in-

The Arroyo administration proudly asserts that one of its achievements is
having created a strong Philippine economy that was able to weather the
global financial and economic crisis. Critics think otherwise and point to
the number of people still living in poverty as proof of the administration’s
failure in creating sound economic policies. (Photo by Andrea Claire Adajar).

after allegations that she
cheated in 2004 through Elec-
tions Commissioner Virgilio
Garcillano.

Her net satisfaction rat-
ing—the difference between
those who approve and disap-
prove of her performance—has
also been negative since June
2005, dipping as low as nega-
tive 38 percent (22 percent sat-
isfied and 60  percent
dissatisfied) in a June 2008
survey.

History Will Judge
A number of senators were
quick to criticize GMA after her

ment possibly to parliamentary
form so GMA can continue
serving as prime minister.

Tang shares the sentiment
of being left hanging as far as
the issue of charter change is
concerned.

“As long as the current gov-
ernment is pushing for it, there’s
no likelihood that it will be for
the advantage of the common
man,” she says.

Others, like Press Secretary
Cerge Remonde, say that the
president’s legacy is yet to un-
fold.

“After the passion of the
moment, history will be the bet-

ter judge,” he said during a re-
cent radio interview.

At the end of the day, it’s
important to note that despite
having a number of major ac-
complishments under her belt,
Arroyo has failed to address the
colossal issues that overshadow
anything she has ever achieved.
Whether her political and eco-
nomic policies will prove to
have been of benefit to the
country is yet to be arbitrated by
history. At the moment, it is of
great importance that the presi-
dent be able to put a closure on
the questions still hounding her
presidency.

In addition, the president
has failed to elucidate her polit-
ical plans after 2010. Her na-
tionwide address was a wasted
opportunity to declare what the
majority of Filipinos wanted her
to affirm— that she won’t seck
to remain in power beyond her
term of office.

In traditional Chinese phi-
losophy, it is said that heaven
blesses a just and righteous
ruler and wins the Mandate of
Heaven. In Gloria Macapagal’s
Arroyo’s case, she may not
only have lost heaven’s favor,
but the mandate of the people
as well.

address to the
nation. As re-
ported in the
Philippine
Daily Inquirer,
Sen.  Francis
“Chiz” Escud-
ero called it a

“glass  half-
filled speech
with scant
mention of the
glass half-

empty' part of
the picture” be-
cause it failed
to address the
issue of corrup-
tion and the
human  rights
situation in the
Philippines.
Sen.  Pia
Cayetano, on
the other hand,
noted that the
president was
careful not to
categorically
state that she
wouldn’t  ex-
tend her term
past 2010. Crit-
ics believe that
the administra-
tion is pushing
for charter
change or the
changing of the
current govern-
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A Eulogy to CORY

t is our choices

that show what we

truly are, far more

than our abilities."

T am reminded

of this beautiful

quote by Dumble-

dore in the best-selling chil-

dren’s book “Harry Potter and

the Chamber of Secrets” with

the passing of Maria Corazon

Cojuangco Aquino, more popu-

larly known to the Filipino na-
tion as “Cory.”

She was the first woman
President not only in the Philip-
pines, but in the whole of Asia.
That alone counts for some-
thing. And yet what she had
given our nation and the world
transcends a feminist role in an
otherwise male-dominated soci-
ety.

Cory was catapulted into
the presidency in 1986 via the
peaceful People Power revolu-
tion. I was only 8 years old at
that time and too young to truly
understand the struggles that
plagued our country. In truth,
my naive self was a Marcos loy-
alist, coming from a family of
pure Tlocanos.

My uncle served as a sol-
dier for the Marcoses during the
tumultuous period of political
unrest. We would get from him
Marcos stickers, banners and
paraphernalia and these were
enough for me to believe that
the incumbent president was a
good man. He was merely a vic-
tim of politicking, rather than
the perpetrator of unjust doings.

Of course, I never really knew
about the martial law, the dicta-
torship and the corruption in his
government  that  gradually
eroded the foundation of our so-
ciety. Needless to say, I was
blinded by false loyalty.

Years later, I would fully
comprehend what Cory meant to
the Filipinos and what she had
done for the country. She was the
driving force of the People
Power movement even if she
didn’t seem to be the most qual-
ified person to do so. After all,
she was first and foremost a wife
to Ninoy Aquino (a political
prisoner himself and the arch
nemesis of Marcos) and a
mother to five children. But even
then, she showed her character

*CATARACT

Joseph M. Zobian, M.D.

Board-certified
ophthalmologist
U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer,
Philippines
San Marcelino, Zambales
1988 to 1990
Tagalog and llokano spoken

SPECIALIZING IN:Z
*CATARACT AND LASER SURGERY
+*COMPLETE EYE CARE
*EYEGLASSES AND CONTACT LENSES
*GLAUCOMA +PTERYGIUM SURGERY

Call (808) 678-0622 for appointments
94-307 Farrington Highway, Suite B7a
Waipahu, HI 96797

by being a pillar of strength to
her husband when she could
have asked Ninoy to cease his
political inclination in exchange
for a quiet family life. Instead,
she gave him her unwavering
support even after his death.

When she was called to run
for the presidency in a snap elec-
tion, she embraced the challenge
of toppling the 20-year dictator,
not for personal glory but be-
cause she knew it was the right
thing to do. She could have
opted for the easy road out, gone
back to the U.S. with her chil-
dren and sought political asylum
but she chose otherwise. In the
midst of the chaos and threats,
she chose to be the brave leader
and a beacon of hope for a peo-
ple willing to fight and die for
freedom. And this made all the
difference. History tells us that it
was this fearless choice that re-
stored our democracy.

Cory was the president of
the Philippines from 1986-

1992. When she stepped down
from the seat, she once again
showed us the person that she
was. She was not gobbled up by
power and fame, unlike many
politicians and celebrities. She
remained the humble, unassum-
ing, honorable lady that she was
before she was elected to the
highest office of the land. She
chose to uphold the constitution
and more importantly, to give
the people their inalienable
right to vote in a free election.
The last state of the nation ad-
dress of Cory as President is a
testament to the choices she
made for the sake of democ-
racy:

“...I could have done all
those things that win wide ac-
claim, exiting as grandly as any
president could wish. But while
my power as President ends in
1992, my responsibility as a Fil-
ipino for the well-being of my
country goes beyond it to my
grave. A great part of that re-

sponsibility is to do the best I
can today, according to my best
lights, while I have the power to
doit...”

It’s so easy to take for
granted the democracy and free-
dom that we are now enjoying.
But I hope that Cory’s death
will serve as a reminder for us
to value these things even more.
It’s the most we can do to show
our eternal gratitude to Cory
Aquino and because this gift of
freedom enables us to make our
own choices that ultimately de-
fine who we are.

Rest in peace, Madam Pres-
ident.

(MS.  EVANGELISTA-GAJELONIA
was born and raised in the Philippines
and migrated to the U.S. in 1996. She
studied film and audio-visual commu-
nication at the University of the Philip-
pines-Diliman and Asia Pacific studies
at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
in Japan. She currently works as
Groups Program Manager for Kaplan
Aspect, an ESL provider with schools
worldwide).
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By Atty. Emmanuel

Samonte Tipon
ess talk, less
mistake. ~ No
talk, no mis-
take."—Fil-
i pin o
senatorial can-

didate Genaro
Magsaysay telling newsmen
why he refused to talk about is-
sues and won anyway.

The symbol of justice is bal-
anced scales held by a blond,
beautiful, blindfolded lady.

According to Justice So-
tomayor “. . . a wise Latina
woman with the richness of her
experiences would more often
than not reach a better conclu-
sion than a white male who has-
n’t lived that life.”
http:/fwww.nytimes.com/2009/05/1 5/us/
politics/15judge.text.html?page-
wanted=all.

Does that mean that if her
nomination to the Supreme
Court is confirmed, the scales of
justice will be held by a “wise
Latina woman™?

By selecting her, President
Obama has hit three birds with
one stone -- the Latino vote, the
women's vote, and the empathy
vote.

Empathy and Sympathy
against equal justice
"Empathy,”  which s
Obama's main qualification for a
Justiceship, "is the capability to
share and understand another's
emotions and feelings. It is often
characterized as the ability to
'put oneself into another's
shoes." So, if the judge is an
adulterer and another adulterer
appears for judgment, will the

Blond, Beautiful, Blindfolded Lady
vs. Wise Latina Womun

judge emphatize with the other
adulterer and say "I know the
feeling" and let him go?

“Empathy” has no place in
administering justice. It is con-
trary to "Equal Justice Under
Law" emblazoned on the pedi-
ment of the Supreme Court
building.

“Judges are like umpires.
Umpires don't make the rules;
they apply them. . . it's my job to
call balls and strikes and not to
pitch or bat," says our favorite
Supreme Court Justice, Chief
Justice John Roberts before
whom we were sworn in and ad-
mitted to practice law in the
Supreme Court the other year.

Using “empathy” to render

justice violates the oath of office

of a Justice:

“I, (name), do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that T will ad-
minister justice without respect
to persons, and do equal right to
the poor and to the rich, and that
T will faithfully and impartially
discharge and perform all the du-
ties incumbent upon me as (title)
under the Constitution and laws
of the United States. So help me
God.”

Bible commands impartial
Justice

"Ye shall do no unright-
eousness in judgment: thou
shalt not respect the person of
the poor, nor honor the person

of the mighty: but in righteous-
ness shalt thou judge thy neigh-
bor." Leviticus 19:15

"You shall not show partial-
ity in judgment; you shall hear
the small and the great alike."
Deuteronomy 1:17

Rhetorical flourish as defense
To allay suspicions that her
infamous statement indicates she
might be a “reverse racist,” she
now characterizes her statement
s "rhetorical flourish that fell
flat."

But as a commentator on
Politico Live noted: "Is there
anyone with two brain cells that
connect that actually believes
her comments? I'd be more im-
pressed if she had just said--'yes,
that is what I believe.' Tell the
truth."

Dahlia Lithwick in
Newsweek, August 3, 2009 said
that Justice Sotomayor ‘“ex-
pressly disavowed President
Obama’s view that ‘empathy” is
the most important quality a
judge brings to the bench."

Is “rhetorical flourish” a
meritorious defense

the Notre Dame players who
"get up and they do this little
cheer . . . this little faggot dance"?
http://tinypic.com/player.php?v=2r5gf9
J&s=3. (To see such a dance, log on to
http:/fjoshgpublic.com/2009/07/30/notr
e-dame-faggot-dance/)

Notisolated utterance

The internet, however, dis-
closes that the "wise Latina"
comment was used in 1994,
1999, 2002, 2004 and 2001
s peec h e s
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLI-
TICS/06/05/s0tomayor:speeches/

"It was a poor choice of
words," Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-California, said in defense of
the Justice.

"If it was a bad choice of
words, it was a bad choice of
words repeatedly ... leading one
to believe that it probably was-
n't just an isolated statement but
a core belief," riposted Senate
Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, D-Kentucky. Words
reveal your inner self. Lumal-
abas lang ang natural. (Nature is
simply rearing its head).

Actions speaks louder than
voice

The best way to determine a
person's true being is to see what
such person does? In the case of
a Justice, by his/her decisions.

In a recent case, the City of
New Haven (now predominantly
black, although not so during our
student days at Yale) set aside
the examination results for fire-
fighters simply because all black

candidates failed. City authori-
ties claimed they might be sued
by the failing candidates for dis-
crimination if they did not do
that. The white examinees who
passed the exams filed charges
of reverse discrimination against
New Haven and responsible (ir-
responsible?) officials. The case
came before the Court of Ap-
peals of which Justice So-
tomayor is a member. She ruled
against the white examinees.
The U.S. Supreme Court re-
versed, holding that New Haven
discriminated against the white
examinees. Ricci v. DeStefano,
No. 07-1428, June 29, 2009.
Q.E.D. (quod erat demonstran-
dum) -- "a fact or situation
demonstrates the truth of one's
theory or claim."

(ATTY. TIPON has won all deporta-
tion cases he handled and obtained
approval of all visa petitions he filed.
He is from Laoag City. He has a Mas-
ter of Laws degree from Yale Law
School and a Bachelor of Laws degree
from the University of the Philippines
He served as an Immigration Oficer.
He is co-author of “Immigration Law
Service,” an 8-volume practice and
procedure guide for immigration offi-
cers and lawyers. He specializes in
immigration and criminal defe
fice at 905 Umi St. corner N. Amg,
Suite 201, Honolulu, HI 96819. Tel.
(808) 847 1601. Fax (808) 847 1624,
E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com. Web-
site: www.ImmigrationService-
sUSA.com.  Listen to the most
interesting and humorous radio pro-
gram on Hawaii radio KNDI 1270
 7:30-8:00 AM. This arti-
cle is a general overview of the subject
matter discussed and is not intended as
legal advice for any specific person or
situation Neither the writer nor pub-
lisher warrant the completeness or ac-
curacy of the information provided

one says something indicating
prejudice?

Would it be a meritorious
defense for the University of
Hawaii's million dollar football
coach, the state's highest paid
employee, to dismiss as “rhetor-
ical flourish™ his remarks about
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requiem mass to cele-
brate the passing of
former  Philippine

president Corazon “Cory”
Aquino was held August 1,
2009 at the Philippine Con-
sulate. She was remembered
by friends, community leaders
and organizations headed by
the new Consul General Leon-
cio Cardenas.

Aquino was the seventh
and the first woman president
of the Republic of the Philip-
pines. Her six year term began
on February 25, 1986 and
lasted until June 30, 1991.

The celebration started
with the singing of the national
anthem followed by one of the
late president Aquino’s fa-
vorite songs “Tie a Yellow
Ribbon.” Consul Paul Cortes
also sang the “Impossible
Dream.”

Rev. Sunny Ner of St.
Joseph’s church, together with
their choir, performed the holy
celebration. Consul General
Cardenas opened the testimo-

Hawair's Filipinos Remember
Cory Aquino at Requiem Mass

Consul General Leoncio “Jun” Cardenas, Chronicle Community Parade

coordinator Carlota Ader and Dr. Belinda Aquino were among
at the requiem mass held at the Philippine Consulate for former president

Corazon Aquino.

Arroyo Honors Hawai

Senators Akaka, Inouye

hilippines President Gloria
PMacapaga] Arroyo pre-

sented U.S. Senators
Daniel K. Akaka and Daniel K.
Inouye with a Presidential citation

nials, which were followed by
inspirational messages from Dr.
Belinda Aquino, professor of Po-
litical Science and Dean of the
Philippine Studies at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii-Manoa, and
Eddie Agas, President of the
United Filipino Council of
Hawaii.

A slide presentation of the
late president Corazon Aquino’s
accomplishments as president

was one of the highlights of
the celebration.

A community singing of
“Bayan Ko™ was followed by
light refreshments, which
were donated by community
leaders and coordinated by
Maggie Domingo, newly-
elected chair of the Philippine
Cultural ~ Foundation — of
Hawaii, and staff from the
Philippine Consulate.

expressing appreciation for their
work for Filipino World War II
veterans.

The framed citation signed by
President Arroyo stated: “For ded-
ication and commitment to the
passage of a bill containing provi-
sions that recognized the service
of, and grants benefits to, Filipino
veterans of the Second World
War.”

“Filipinos fought side-by-
side with American soldiers dur-
ing World War IL” says Sen.
Akaka. “Their contributions and
sacrifices were tremendous. The

Philippine
President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo
congratulates Sen.
Daniel Akaka (left)
and Sen. Daniel
Inouye (middle)
for their support
of Filipino WWII
veterans."

formal Congressional recognition
of their service that Senator In-
ouye and I fought for came more
than six decades late, but the
honor will last forever as it should.

Both senators had a cordial
meeting in which the Philippine
president conveyed her nation’s
gratitude to the U.S. Congress for
the Filipino Veterans Bill.

“Senator Akaka and I appre-
ciated that,” says Sen. Inouye.
“We want to apologize to them,
especially those veterans who
passed away, for taking so long to
recognize their service, their hero-
ism and their sacrifices.”

The meeting took place in the
Presidential suite of the historic
Willard Hotel near the White
House in Washington, D.C.
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Leoncio Cardenas Assumes
Post as Philippine Consul
General in Honolulu

he Philippine Consulate General

I in Honolulu has announced the

arrival of the Honorable Leoncio

R. Cardenas as the new Consul General
of the Philippines to Hawaii.

Anative of Badoc, Ilocos Norte, Car-
denas describes himself as a “balikbayan,”
having been assigned to Hawaii in 1984
as a young Foreign Service Officer from
the Philippine Embassy in Washington.

His main priorities as consul general
will be to further improve the Consulate’s
services and continue its good relation-
ship with Hawaii’s Filipino community.

Cardenas arrived in Honolulu on
July 29, 2009 from Dili, East Timor
where he was posted since 2008 as
Philippine Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary. The Philippines is a
founding member of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN) and a
major supporter of East Timor as a
newly-established, free and democratic
nation in the region.

A well-respected and experienced
senior diplomat of the Philippine Foreign
Service, Cardenas’ previous foreign as-

L

signments include posts at the Philippine
Embassies in Washington D.C., Ottawa,
Canada, and Brasilia, Brazil and at the
Philippine Consulate General in San
Francisco. At the Department of Foreign
Affairs, he last served as Assistant Secre-
tary of the Office of American Affairs.

Cardenas replaces former Consul
General Ariel Y. Abadilla, who officially
ended his three-and-a-half year tour of
duty in Hawaii on June 22, 2009.
Abadilla’s new post is as the Philippines’
new and first ever ambassador to the Re-
public of Ireland. (DF4)

Newman Consulting Offers New
Training & Joh Advancement

o get ahead in today’s fast-paced
I and high-tech work place, it has
become vital for employees to
sharpen their skills or learn new ones.
For such employees, Newman Consult-
ing Services’ Career Education Business
Program may just be the ticket to a
brighter and more secure job future.

An alternative to the traditional insti-
tutions of higher education, the program
provides an educational environment for
individuals who desire to enhance their
skills. Tt is designed to prepare students
for the workforce and to provide employ-
ers with qualified and skilled employees.

“We are very excited about offering
this program and serving the needs of
both employers and the Hawaii commu-
nity,” says Danelia Newman, principal of
Newman Consulting. “Employers are ex-
periencing challenges finding skilled em-
ployees, while individuals who desire
advancement in their employment oppor-
tunities are experiencing challenges se-
curing these types of positions due to their
lack of skills. Our program addresses both
these areas.”

The Career Education Business Pro-
gram is an 8-week (220 hours) training
course that covers Microsoft Office skills,
basic accounting skills, administrative of-
fice procedures, customer service skills
and more. The course also includes an in-
ternship/apprenticeship program  that
combines on-the-job training and in-class
instruction. The program provides a cam-
pus-based learning format with small
classes and personalized attention from
the instructors. Assistance with job place-
ment is also available at no additional cost
for all participants upon completion of the
program.

The NCS, LLC Career Education
Business Program is especially designed
for, but not limited to, persons who have
been unable to experience college-level
learning for various reasons. Participants
in the program are not required to have a
high school diploma or a GED.

Day, evening and weekend classes are
available. Registration is currently open
for the next set of cla s, which are
scheduled to begin August 24, 2009.

Please call 596-0200 or go online at:
www.newmanconsultingservices.com for
further details.

We're Now Read by Millions of
Around the World! Go
www.thefilipinochronicle
—Your Connection to Hawaii's Filipino Commnlrity!
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GMA Arrives in D.C., Meets with Obama

hilippine President Glo-
P ria Macapagal-Arroyo ar-

rived in Washington, D.C
on July 29, 2009 for an eight-
day working visit to the U.S.
aimed at enhancing economic,
trade and bilateral agreement
between the two countries.

She was accompanied by
First Gentleman Atty. Jose
Miguel Arroyo and a delega-
tion of legislators and cabinet
members. She was welcomed
upon her arrival by embassy
officials and members of the
Filipino community. Arroyo is
the first leader from Southeast
Asia invited to the White
House by the Obama adminis-
tration. Her visit is the fourth
since she assumed office eight
years ago.

The two heads of state met
for the first time following
day. Foremost on the agenda
was peace, security and the

importance of joining hands
against terrorism.

“We discussed how to
strengthen regional cooperation
on anti-terrorism, how to ad-
vance the peace process in Min-
danao and how the U.S. military
is helping us upgrade the pro-
fessionalism and effectiveness
of our soldiers,” she says. “As-

sistance by the U.S. has gone a
long way in helping us in the
peace process on Mindanao and
also in our fight against terror-
ism."

Arroyo says the Philippines
will stand behind the U.S. in
two crucial issues in the region:
Burma and North Korea. She
also thanked the U.S. for its

help in regard to climate change
and the grant of benefits for Fil-
ipino World War II veterans.

During a radio interview,
she thanked Obama for inviting
her to the White House and reit-
erated the Philippines’ support
to issues America is pursuing in
the region.

Malacafiang officials de-
scribed Arroyo’s historic meet-
ing with Obama as a “great
success” and that it brought
pride and triumph for the entire
Philippines. The 45-minute
meeting cemented relations be-
tween two allies and was de-
scribed as  cordial  and
constructive. Economic and en-
hanced trade between the
Philippines and the U.S. was
also discussed.

Arroyo was accompanied
by Philippine Ambassador to
the U.S. Willy Gaa, Foreign Af-
fairs Secretary Alberto Romulo,

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi-
ago, House Speaker Prospero
Nograles, presidential adviser
on climate change Heherson Al-
varez and Executive Secretary
Eduardo Ermita.

During the meeting, Obama
mentioned the contributions of
Filipinos to the U.S. economy
and society. He noted that the
U.S. is home to four million
persons of Filipino ancestry and
that Filipinos fought alongside
American soldiers on behalf of
freedom during World War II.
These factors have helped to
strengthen Philippine-U.S. rela-
tions.

While he commended Ar-
royo for the progress in Min-
danao and the Philippines’
strong voice in issues concern-
ing the South East Asian region,
Obama says much work still
needs to be done to reduce the
threat of nuclear weapons, im-
prove multilateral partnerships
in Asia and create greater secu-
rity and prosperity. (DF4)

"GMA Faces Upheaval from
Awakened Public with Cory's

By lose Rodel Clapano /
Thursday, Rugust 6, 2009

ANILA, Philippines —
M Makati City Mayor
Jejomar Binay yester-

day said President Arroyo
should take the massive out-
pouring of grief over the death of
former  President ~Corazon
Aquino as a warning that the
government faces a “political
upheaval”  should it push
through with alleged plans to
cling to power beyond 2010.

Binay, president of the
United Opposition (UNO), said
Aquino’s death has led to the po-
litical awakening of a new gen-
eration of Filipinos.

“Cory’s death has awakened
the people. She has bridged the
generation that took part in
EDSA 1 with the younger gener-
ation who are now aware that the
freedom they enjoy was earned
through struggle against a dicta-
torship,” he said.

Binay said Cory’s spirit will
rally the people to oppose Char-
ter change (Cha-cha) through a
constituent assembly (con-ass).

“Iam certain that if Mrs. Ar-
royo pushes through with her
selfish agenda, the spirit of Cory
Aquino will rally the people.
Mrs. Arroyo faces a political up-
heaval if she goes through with

her plans,” he said.

The Makati mayor said
Cory Aquino stood up against
the martial law regime, fought
for clean and honest elections,
and stood for morality and trans-
parency in government when she
became president.

“The younger generation
got a crash course in contempo-
rary history. In a span of four
days, they learned how difficult
life was under a dictatorship, and
how our freedom was earned
with the sacrifice of so many
lives, among them Cory’s hus-
band Ninoy Aquino,” he said.

Moves are pending in Con-
gress to amend the Constitution
through a con-ass and there are
persistent reports of a plan to de-
clare a state of emergency and
even martial law.

Emulate Cory

San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito,
on the other hand, said President
Arroyo and her allies in the
House of Representatives should
follow the example of Mrs.
Aquino.

“Our country needs honest
leaders and good governance.
There are more capable leaders
who do not seek glory or power,
but find satisfaction in serving
the people. Why not leave grace-
fully after their term and pass the
positions on to those fitting for
the job? It would be a good way

to honor Mrs. Aquino,” Ejercito
said.

He said the volume of peo-
ple, mostly in yellow and flash-
ing the “Laban™ sign, escorting
Aquino’s funeral cortege is an
indication that the fight for
democracy is far from over.

“The number of people
mourning for Mrs. Aquino
should serve as a warning to
GMA. The time has come for
Mrs. Arroyo to be afraid, be very
afraid,” Ejercito said.

Meanwhile, a group of doc-
tors said the united front dis-

played by Filipinos over the death
of former President Aquino
should not end with her burial.
“Now that President Aquino
has been buried, we hope that we
won’t just go back to live our
own life, unmindful of others.

We should continue to clamor
and work for a change for the
sake of the future generation of
Filipinos,” said Health Alliance
for Democracy (HEAD) presi-
dent Dr. Gene Nisperos.

(www:philstar:com)

fiaxiaill LOXLES
BARBIE IIUSEUIL.

A private collection museum open 1o the &
pointment only.

public

You cun find Huwaii's lurgest Barhic Dol

collectdon composed of «

Barbie dolls in 1986,

CALL NOW FOR APPOINTMENT.

Ou can see

You will be amazed on wh
at the museun

r 5,000
Barhies. The museum owner is Florence
Delos Santos Lai-Marton, wha won the
National Enquirer Contest for the most

) E =
(808) 262-9138

The Intemational OnePrice” caling plan from

1t's wasy. Jest subscribe to Home Phone and

OrePrice” for just $19.95 mors par mond
any up 10 1,000 minutes of intemational

Now call the Philippines
for less than 2 cents a minute,

many other countries. Forget about calling cardy

" OCEANIC
TIME WARNER CABLE

THE POWER OF YOU"
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AMILY CORNER

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first of a three-part series on Raising a School-Ready
Child. This series is based on a new publication, entitled Raising a School-Ready
Child: A Family Guide, that will be available from the UH Center on the Family in
mid-June. Copies of the publication may be requested by calling (808) 956-4132 or
e-mailing: cofl@ctahr-hawaii.edu.

Raising a School-
Ready Child:
Building a Family
and School
Partnership

Imports Girr Snor & Mini-MagT

s a parent, your involvement in
your child’s education, from the
time he enters kindergarten
through his high school years,
contributes to his achievement
and success in school. Building a

positive relationship with your child’s teach-
ers and school is an important part of being
involved. Here are some ways to do this. ¥

FAMILIES /PARENTS CAN...

Y0

U CAN EXPECT OR REQUEST FROM

SCHOOLS (TEACHERS, PRINCIPALS,
AND/OR STAFF)...

Introduce yourself to your child’s teacher at
the start of the school year, and keep in
touch throughout the school year.

Keep the school updated on any changes in
your child’s life that might affect his be-
havior and/or school performance, e.g., di-
vorce, death, or illness in the family.

Make sure to keep the school updated on
any changes in your contact information:
addresses, phone numbers, and emergency
contacts.

Promptly respond to inquiries from the
teacher or school; return requested forms.

An introduction through an orientation
meeting, a note or letter, or a phone call.
Information on how to contact the school
or teacher if you have questions or con-
cerns.

A timely response to your inquiries.
Timely contact about issues or concerns
regarding your child.

Information about school policies, e.g., ab-
sences, homework, tardiness, testing.

82 Ala Malama Street

Kaunakakai Hawaii 96748

PHOMNE NO: 553-5734

- Baskets, Lavhala Mats + Cuits & Notions
Books, Notecands + Rafreshments

+ Fing & Fashion Jewelry » Seashells

* Groceries + Shoes &

» Handbags, Hats * Sport & Dress Clothing
* Hawaiiana * Surfing Line

» Joweky Ropar, Resatting & Resizing + Surfwear & Surfboands
« Molokai Arts, Crafts, Supplies * Sundries

+ Phiippine Products Dried & Frazen

» T-ghirts, Swoatshids

OPEN 7 DAYS
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

®

Clinical Labs of Hawaii, LLP
Hawaii’s Most Trusted Laboratory
Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Big Island

Phone: 677-7999 (Honolulu)
935-4814 (Hawaii)
244-5567 (Maui)
245-7775 (Kauai)
www.clinicallabs.com

Consider yourself and your child’s teacher
as partners in your child’s education—ex-
plore ways that you can work together to
support your child.

Keep in mind that every child develops at
his own rate. Recognize that assessments
help the teacher identify your child’s
strengths and needs.

Attend parent-teacher conferences; di;
your child’s positive accomplishments as
well as concerns about his performance in
school.

Suggestions on how you can support your
child’s learning.

Classroom instruction that builds on your
child’s strengths and meets his needs,
based on assessments conducted at the be-
ginning of and throughout the school year.

Be informed about what’s going on at the
school; read school newsletters or other ma-
terials from the school.

Join the Parent-Teacher Organization and
participate in its meetings.

Offer to volunteer in your child’s classroom
or assist the teacher or school in other ways.
Participate in the school’s decision making
process regarding curriculum, policies, and
school reform.

Information about your child’s progress—
areas of positive growth as well as those
needing improvement.

Information about upcoming events such
as parent-teacher conferences and Parent-
Teacher Organization meetings through
flyers, notes, and/or phone calls.

A variety of opportunities to assist with or
participate in school and community
events.

Opportunities to participate in the
school’s decision making process.

Ask about resources and services that can
benefit your child, such as:

(a) free or reduced-cost breakfast and lunch;
(b) after school programs;

(c) ELL—English Language Learner pro-
grams;

(d) tutoring assistance;

(e) parent education classes;

(f) assistance for homeless children;

(g) transportation services;

(h) special education programs;

(i) programs for gifted and talented stu-
dents; and (j) other services.

Information and application forms for
services to families, and assistance with
completing the forms, if necessary.
Follow up to ensure that the child is re-
ceiving appropriate supportive services.

Discuss any special needs that may affect
your child’s learning with your child’s
teacher as soon as possible.

Information about developmental assess
ments and special-needs services available
to your child, if needed.
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he United States

Citizenship and

Immigration Serv-

ices (USCIS) has

recently clarified

certain issues in

the adjudication of

applications under the employ-

ment-based Immigrant Investor

Program (EB-5). The new guid-

ance memo relates to the timing

of job creation and the meaning
of full-time jobs.

The EB-5 is a fast route to a

green card for foreign nationals

and their dependents, who are

LEGAL NOTES

Green Card for Investors

willing to invest substantial
amounts in the U.S.

A foreign national is eligi-
ble to file for a green card under
this category if he/she has in-
vested or actively in the process
of investing the required
amount of capital into a new
commercial enterprise. The
said investment must benefit
the U.S. economy and create
full-time jobs.

The investor must create an
original business or purchase an
existing business and restruc-
ture or reorganize it so that a
new enterprise evolves or
he/she may expand an existing
venture.

The investment must be at
least $1,000,000.00 or
$500,000.00 if it is located in a
designated rural area or a “tar-

geted employment area” where
the unemployment rate is 150%
of the national average.

At least ten (10) full-time
jobs must be created. If the in-
vestment is made in a “troubled
business” which has existed for
at least two (2) years and had
lost 20% of its net worth, the
number of employers existing
before the investor took over
must at least be maintained.

Another option under the
EB-5 category is to invest in a
regional center designated by
the USCIS. A regional center is
an entity that focuses on spe-
cific geographic areas and seeks
to promote economic growth.
The capital investment is about
$500,000 or higher. This is a
pilot program created in 1993
and which has been extended

several times.

The current program is set
to expire on September 30, 2009
but a bill to extend it is currently
pending in Congress. There are
45 designated regional centers at
present.

About 10,000 visa numbers
are allocated annually to the
EB-5 category with 3,000 going
to investors in rural or high un-
employment areas and 3,000 re-
served for investors in regional
centers.

The immigration process
under this category starts with
the filing of Form 1-526, Immi-
grant Petition by Alien Enter-
preneur. The petition must be
supported by documents estab-
lishing the new business, in-
vesting the required capital,
demonstrating that the capital

came from a lawful source and
creating the required full-time
jobs.

The required number of
jobs must be created by the end
of two years that starts six
months after the adjudication of
the Form 1-526. The USCIS
will accept certain economic
models as proof of job creation
and amount of capital needed.

Approval of the Form I-526
entitles the investor and his/her
dependents to a conditional
green card. To remove the con-
dition, the investor must file
Form I-829 Petition to Remove
Condition within 90 days be-
fore the second anniversary of
the investor’s admission as con-
ditional resident.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been
practicing law for over 30 years. For
Jurther information, you may call him
at (212) 695 5281 or log on to his web-
site at www.seguritan.com

PHILIPPINE NEWS

RP Losing P300 Billion
a Year on Poor Tax
Rdministration

By Iris C. Gonzales /
Wednesday, August 5, 2009

ANILA, Philippines -
M The government is
losing P300 billion a

year through poor tax adminis-
tration in the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) and the Bureau
of Customs (BOC), opposition
Sen. Francis “Chiz” Escudero
said yesterday.

He said that from the BIR
alone, the government is losing
roughly P200 billion a year be-
cause of poor tax administration
while from the BOC, the gov-
ernment is losing P100 billion a
year.

Because of these revenue
loopholes, Escudero said the
government should not even
consider increasing taxes. He
said that by doing so, the gov-
ernment is cutting corners in-
stead of addressing the issue
properly.

“T do not agree in increasing
taxes in any shape, size or form,”
Escudero said during the Eco-
nomic Agenda of the 2010 Pres-
identiables  forum of the
Economic Journalists Associa-
tion of the Philippines (EJAP).

He said the government
should first address rampant cor-
ruption in the country before
considering raising taxes.

“On the average, around
P300 billion is lost through the

BIR and the BOC. Why? Offi-
cials or employees of these
agencies exercise discretion. In
my book, discretion in govern-
ment offices is equal to corrup-
tion. Minimize discretion and
you minimize corruption. Elim-
inate discretion and you elimi-
nate corruption,” Escudero
said.

Escudero also said that ac-
cording to the 2008-2009
Global Competitiveness Re-
port, corruption has been iden-
tified as the most problematic
factor for doing business in the
country.

The lawmaker said the Ar-
royo administration has been
plagued by corruption scandals
and controversies, making the
country one of the most corrupt
nations in the world.

At the EJAP forum yester-
day, Escudero also laid down
his six-point socio-economic
agenda which emphasized agri-
culture self-sufficiency, lower
costs of doing business, invest-
ments in education, and infra-
structure development.

“The goal is the creation of
millions of new jobs and liveli-
hood opportunities. This would
necessitate being able to suc-
cessfully attract much greater
amounts of direct investments,
especially ~ foreign  invest-
ments,” Escudero said.
(www.philstar.com)

Official
By Rainer Allan Ronda /
Wednestay, August 5, 2009

EIJING, China — A sen-
B ior People’s Republic of

China (PROC) official
said here yesterday that the can-
cellation of the national broad-
band network (NBN) project
bagged by Chinese telecommu-
nications firm ZTE Corp. has af-
fected the Philippines’ image as
a potential investment destina-
tion among Chinese companies.
Liang Wen-tao, deputy di-
rector general of the Department
of Asian Affairs of China’s Min-
istry of Commerce, said that
Chinese investors would take
into account the cancellation of
the NBN-ZTE project with the
Philippines and think twice
about investing.

“The incident did have some
impact on the economic cooper-
ation between the two coun-
tries,” Lial told ASEAN
journalists in a briefing at the
Ministry of Commerce office in
Beijing the other day.

Liang said that in view of
the “incident,” Chinese firms
would be more cautious in un-
dertaking projects with the
Philippines.

“They will naturally become
more cautious in looking at mak-
ing investments in the Philip-
pines,” Liang said.

“Naturally, there is an im-
pact to potential investments,”
Liang said.

He said that China was
spearheading a call for mutual
investments between Chinese
and ASEAN countries and their
private enterprises as a strategy
to help them weather the current

RP's Image as Investment Site
Affected by NBN Deal - Chinese

global economic difficulties.

Liang said that China was
giving priority to its ASEAN
neighbors in allocating foreign
investments.

“China will look at its
neighbors, the countries of
ASEAN, when it decides on for-
eign investments,” Liang said.

Last year, President Arroyo
cancelled the $329-million con-
tract with ZTE Corp. amid alle-
gations of bribery and corruption
involving First Gentleman Jose
Miguel Arroyo.

Mrs. Arroyo also cancelled
other government projects
funded by Chinese overseas de-
velopment assistance (ODA)
loans, including the more than
P24-billion Cyber Education
Project of the Department of
Education (DepEd) bagged by
Chinese  firm  Tsinghua.

(www.philstar.com)

Call Rey-Cel Travel
For The Lowest Fare
To Manila. (808) 871-6251

I
/\

Energetic

Listen To KPMW

The WILD 105.5 FM

(808) 871-6251

Request call (808) 871-6933

young individual wha can speak llocano and Tagalog
(bilingual) to be a disk jockey of a radio station. Computer literate,
radio experience, or will train. Fax resume to 808-871-5670.
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NLAND NEWS

ilipina runner Joy Rojas
F is on schedule to finish

her “Takbong Pangarap”
across the continental U.S. Her
goal is to reach the Philippine
Consulate in New York City by
September 8, 2009.

At a stopover in Denver,
Colorado, the 44-year-old
Rojas was greeted by hundreds
of people. She was touched by
the festive event, which in-
cluded a rondalla band and
tinikling dancers, and de-
scribed it as warm and uplift-
ing.

She wakes up at 6 a.m. and
runs 30 to 35 miles a day since
beginning her cross country
trek at the Eagle Rock plaza in
Los Angeles, California on

May 10. She is well on her
way to reaching her final

So far, Rojas has run for
more than 40 days, crossed
five states, completed over
1,000 miles, and touched the
lives of many people who see
the two running on highways
and streets across America.

While passing through
Arizona, a couple saw Rojas
invited she and her partner to
dinner after finding out the rea-
son for her run.

The same thing happened
in Colorado. A Filipino man
introduced himself to Rojas
and the following day went to
her hotel to cook a dinner con-
sisting of elk and deer that he
hunted.

CATCH US
ON THE WEB!

"WE'RE NOW READ BY MILLIONS
OF FILIPINOS AROUND THE GLOBE."

Go to
thefilipinochronicle.com
and see how the face of business

—

Call us now at 678-8030 or
e-mail us at
filipinochronicle@gmail.com
and let us help you
spread the word
about your business!

is changing!

with office shelvings.

[~

-

" For Lease
in the Heart of Waipahu
AVAILABLE NOW!

1. Approximately 120 sq. ft., near bus, shops,
church. Located at the back of the new
Waipahu Festival Marketplace. Mewly renovated

. Approximately 160 sq. ft., newly renovated with
cabinets and restroom inside the unit.

3. Approximately 300 sq. ft., newly renovated with

cabinets and restroom inside the unit.

Approximately 1,000 sq. k., newly renovated
rﬁ its own restroom inside the unit.

Please call Shali at 330-8981
or contact 284-4185

“Can you believe how all
of these strangers have been so
kind and generous?” Rojas
says. “I'm a vegetarian but
when he asked if I ever ate elk
and deer, I said ‘for you, I
will.” You have to be a gracious
guest.”

The run through Colorado
hasn’t been exactly easy. The
high altitude and steep roads
have required her to stop and
walk at times but she continues
to persevere. Luckily, the going
should be smoother after Col-
orado when she reaches the flat
plains of Kansas.

A survivor of tuberculosis,
Rojas will donate proceeds
from her cross-continental run
to two Philippine-based chari-
ties: the Anti-Tuberculosis Pro-
gram of the Inner Wheel Club
of Quezon City District 738 and

Filipina

runner

Joy Rojas

the Social Services Division of
the Philippine Heart Center.

To follow her progress or
donate to the cause, visit
www.thepoc.net/index.php/Tak
bong-Pangarap/. (Good News
Pilipinas)

Filipina Talent Stars in Hit ABC-TV

ilipino-American Nicole
F Anderson is making
waves in Hollywood
starring in Disney Channel’s
newest television series the
Jonas Brothers.
Anderson—who  who is
part Filipino, Spanish and Cau-
casian—stars as Macy Misa, a
classmate of the Jonas brothers
Nick, Joe and Kevin.
Her career in enter

Nicole Anderson

began when she joined her first
beauty pageant. She won a
scholarship to modeling school.
She trained hard, was discov-
ered and signed with an agent.
She moved to Los Angeles.
Her hard work has since
paid off, as she has now a long

list of credentials in film and
television in her young and
fledgling career.

In the movies, she starred
in the “Dark Side of Nowhere™
and “Princess.”

On television, Anderson
has starred in the ABC Family

series “Make It or Break It.”
With Disney, she has appeared
in  “Imagination Movers,”
“Sunday Sunday Sunday!” and
“Hannah Montana.” For Nick-
elodeon, she has been in “Zoey
1017 and “Unfabulous.”

Anderson is not only an ac-
complished good actress, but also
a champion gymnast. As a young-
ster, she was a national champi-
onship at age 8 and won three
state championships in Georgia.

A visit to the Philippines is
in the works, hopefully in the
summer of 2010—schedule
permitting.

“I would love to go to my
Mom’s province in Negros Oc-
cidental and see where she grew
up and lived,” she says. (Good
News Pilipinas)

Philippine Company Develons
ToniPhone Eame

urbo Subs, one of the top

I games for Apple’s popu-

lar iPhone, was devel-

oped by Philippine-based
company Anino Games.

Turbo Subs is the com-
pany’s first foray into the
iPhone platform. To date, the
game is one of the 10 most
downloaded from the Apple
App Store.

Turbo Subs was published
for the iPhone by I-play, a di-
vision of Oberon Media. Turbo
Subs is essentially a time man-
agement game wherein players
have to feed guests in sand-
wich shops around New York
City. It follows the same con-
cept as the popular online ca-
sual game Diner Dash.

Anino Games CEO Niel
Dagondon says the company is
developing two other games for

the iPhone and the iPod Touch.
“The iPhone is a great plat-

form to develop for,” Dagon-
don says. “It has moderate
graphical and processing capa-
bilities. Our developers were
up and running only after three
days of research. To develop
for the iPhone platform, we
only needed a Macintosh com-

puter and an iPhone.”

But the ease of developing
for the iPhone is also its
biggest challenge. Many appli-
cations developers churn out
thousands of applications. Cur-
rently, there are about 70,000
applications available for the
iPhone and iPod Touch. (Good
News Pilipinas)
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CLASSIFIED ADS BUSINESS DIRECTORY

MOBILE DJ, BAND, PHOTOGRAPHER AND
VIDEO KARAOKE, HULA, SOUNDS
AVAILABLE call 808-382-9495

VARIOUS OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT
Located in Waipahu.

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! BABYSITTER

for a 6 year old boy of a Filpino family in Waikiki
Beach/Diamond Head area. Able to drive kid to
and from school (Maryknoll Catholic School) pre-
ferred but not necessary. If you are interested,
please call Angela at (714)6067199.

Call 678-8930 for details.

I NEED HELP

NON-MEDICAL CAREGIVERS WANTED

In-house training program for non-certified

candidates. CNA & HHA welcomed.

Elder care/domestic, in exchange for room in my
Ewa home.Must be reliable /female.

Please contact Lynn at 271-0885 Contact: Lynn

Part time and full time positions available.

at Aloha Home Care Services

Phone: 271-0885

Mabuhay Cafe

Serving Hawaii Since 1963

Homestyle Filipino Cooking

Phone: 545-1956

1049 River St., Honolulu, HI 96817
Fil & Jean Lumauag, Owners

WANTED YARDMAN

Looking for a yardman to work at my Nuuanu
home. Exchange for a free room including utili-
ties. Call 531-7377

CONTRIBUTI

NG WRITERS WANTED

Experience preferred, Please submit writing
samples or published works and resume to
hfci@hawaii.rr.

com

SIGNIFICANT DATES IN 2009 WHEN THE

“e 7| ACTIVITIES. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL E

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE

GENERAL IN HONOLULU WILL HOLD COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS OR

MILY AT 595-6316 EXT 242

JUNE TO AUGUST —Overseas Absentee Voting Registrati

wish to vote in the presidential elections in May 2010. Reg

sulate in person with their Philippine passports to accompli

on for Filipino citizens who
istrants may come to the Con-
ish the application form.

CoOMMUNITY LENDA

THE 2009 HAWAII EMPLOY-
MENT LAW SEMINAR / THURS-
DAY

August 6, 2009 e 8 am - 5 pm e
Hilton Hawaiian Village e $325 for
members / $365 for nonmembers
(early bird registration) ¢ RSVP: July
23, 2009 (website registration)

CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SMALL BUSINESS & CAP-
TURING YOUR SHARE OF THE
STIMULUS DOLLARS / FRIDAY
August 14,2009 ¢ 10-2 pm e Ala
Moana Hotel - Hibiscus Room e
Cost: $60 ¢ RSVP: 547-2700 no
later than August 10

LEEWARD OAHU PHARMACY

A FULL SERVICE PHARMACY

Call s fior your prescr iills. Adways bow prices
. t i

BA-HET WAIRAHL ST., NI FLOGK
WAIPAHU, HI 96797 = PHONE (808) 677-9611

A, UL THL FRE ot A A, TOD 550 24, CARLOTA FAIARDG  Slanager
s T 1 O MELTON CHANG--Fharmacis

LEEWARD OAHU
REHAB SERVICES

We offer the following services:
*Work and No-Fault
Related Injuries
* Reconditioning Y
* Orthopedic Evaluation _
and Rehabilitation n
*Neck Pain
*Back Pain
Business Hours:
Tues, Thurs,, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 pm.
Satt. 200 pom.-5:00 pum.
94156 Waipohu Depot » Waipahy, H 96757
Phone: (808) 671-5928
VILMA, D.FUENTES, Registered Physical Theropist

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, HONOLULU
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION / SATURDAY
August 22, 2009 e 10 - 2 pm
Hilton Hawaii Village Hotel Coral
Ballroom e Contact Dwayne
Bueno- 671-7900 or Amado Yoro
699-9814 FOR MORE DETAILS

DINNER FUNDRAISING EVENT /
SATURDAY

October 24, 2009 ¢ 6 - 11 pm o
FilCom Center e For more details
call Tessie Quemado at 680-0451

PASKO SA FILCOM / SUNDAY
December 13,2009 e 9 am - 8 pm
© For details call Tess Quemado at
680-0451

E-MAIL
YOUR NEWS
RELEASES
ORGANIZATION
NEWS AND
COMMUNITY
EVENTS TO

MARKETIVG
WORKS

Advertise in Hawaii's
Only Filipino American
Weekly Newspaper,
call Us Nowl
Hawaii Filipino
Chronicle
at 678-8930 or Email
filipinochronicle@gmail.com

for rates.

J

TIRED OF PAYING

HIGH COSTS FORYOUR
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE?

NOW, YOU CAN AVAIL OF
LOWER COSTS AND FEES
FORREPAIRAND
MAINTENANCE __-
OF YOUR
COMPUTER \__
HARDWARE AND -
SOFTWARE

'
<

N

CALL US AT 678-8930

PLEASE LETUS HELP YOU
INTHIS TOUGH ECONOMIC TIMES!

RENT

RETAIL / OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE

Located in the heart of Waipahu,
near bus station, shopping and church.
Estimated 1,000 sq. ft.

Rent negotiable (triple net)

Contact: Shali Pagulayan
at 678-8930 or 284-4185

CONDO FOR RENT

PARTLY FURNISHED

RESIDENCE AT PUNAHOU
1528 HALEKULA WAY, 3RD FLOOR
= 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1 Parking
= Convenient location---walking distance
to Punahou and Maryknoll Schools
= Near Bus, Church
= $1,500 (water included)

PLEASE CALL NOW AT (808) 284-4185 OR (808) 678-8930
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THIRD POUNDERS

" rweight befora cooking
at heast 5.33 oz (151.1 gms)

Ang bawat sangkap dito, may k g fresh taste. Ngayon, ang pinaghalong sarap ng maga ito ay natitikman ko
sa McDonald's® New Angus Third Pounders. Juicy, 100% premium Angus Beef na sinamahan ng katakam-takam na
toppings at may free coupon pa -- ang sarap naman ng moment na ‘to.

Visit myinspirasian.com

FREE hieoiumsorrornkonren <t~

kapag bumili ng alin mang

*Expuuing as MeCald® and bottssd beverages.
“Weight belom cooking at sast 5.33 a2 (1511 gm).
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